The object of the change-speed gear, of course, is to maintain as near as possible an equal engine speed, but it will be easily seen that when one is driving up a hill and the engine begins to lag the clutch may momentarily be withdrawn, the engine allowed to pick up its speed, and the clutch gently let in again, when the momentum will be kept on the car for a short distance. Then the engine will begin to flag again, necessitating another brief release from the heavier portion of its work, after which it will again pick up the car. As a matter of fact one has to keep one's toe 011 the clutchpedal all the time, and be prepared to let the engine pick up through exerting some of its power in the propulsion of the car while the clutch is slipping.
